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when he received a -letter from Grinialdo, informing him that the continua*
tion of the friendftnp and commerce between England and Spain, would de-
pend on the fpeedy compliance with this demand. On inquiry, he found
that the caufe of this fudden change in opinion, proceeded from the news
juft brought of the ratification of the treaty of Vienna. In fad., both the
king and queen of Spain were fo little acquainted with the conflitution and
temper of the Englifh nation, that they infifted on an immediate reftitution
of Gibraltar as the only means of avoiding a rupture, Againft this extraor-
dinary demand. Stanhope remonftrated in an audience with .the king and
^queen of Spain; he declared, that they imfifted upon an impoffibility, fince
what they required could, not be effeded witjiout confent of parliajbaent;
whereas there was then no parliament afiembled, nor could poffibly be af-
Ifembled, before the king's.return to England In the fpring. "No," faid the
queen, " Let then the king your mafter retura prefently into England, and call
a parliament exprefsly for this purpofe, it being no more than what we might
expert from his friendfhip for us; and J am afluredly and pofitively informed,
that the matter once fairly propofed, would not meet with one negative in
either houfe : let this fliort argument be once made ufe ..of; either give up
Gibraltar, or your trade to the Indies and Spain, and the matter, I will ?in^
lw.er for it, won't admit of a moment's debate *.'*

The confequence of this infolent and peremptory demand being a refufal
on the part of England, Philip commenced the fiege of Gibraltar, and aU
ledged as an excufe for the aggreffion, the breach of promife on the fide .of
George the FirfL When the defertion of the Emperor compelled him to ac-
cept the preliminaries of peace, he clogged the negotiation by renewing his
claims on Gibraltar, and furniflbed tliQ oppofition in England with matter
of reproach to the muiifter, who juftified himfelf in parliament. The pb*
jeft of Philip was to tiring the difpute before the congrefs of Soiffons; that
of the Englifti plenipotentiaries was to prevent it. The prudent manner
in which they fucceeded in .that defign, does honour to their diplomatic
abilities $ and the treaty of Seville was, as 1 have already obferved, concluded
without any ftipiilation or mention of Gibraltar, ;
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